
 
Bees are social insects which mean they work and live 

in colonies. Bees are very important in the world. If we 

had no bees we would not have many of the fruit and 

vegetables we have today.     
There are three types of honey bees in a hive, the 

Queen bee, the Worker bee and the Honey bee. The 

worker bees job is to build the hive and gather pollen 

and nectar from flowers. There are up to 40, 000 

worker bees in a hive. The Queen bee’s job is to lay 

eggs in hexagonal shaped cells made by the worker 

bees.She lays up to 2000 eggs in a day. 

The Queen bee lives for two to three years. When 

a new queen is needed, the worker bees feed royal 

jelly to 6-7 eggs. These 6-7 eggs will become queen 

bees. They will fight to the death to become the next 

queen bee. 

A hive has up to 100 000 bees during the summer. 

Some hives are natural hives made by the bees. Man 

made hives are made of wood.. You can buy a hive and 

put it together yourself. To keep the hive cool the 
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worker bees gather water and shape it into the shape 

of a necklace and use it to cool down the hive. 

If a wasp enters a bees hive the bees will gather 

around the wasp as defence and start flying around it. 

The wasp will dehydrate and die. The bees practically 

cook them. The next day when the bee keeper looks in 

the hive he\she will find the wasp dead.   

When young bees are laid in the hexagonal wax 

cells, they are covered over. The eggs turn into Larvae 

and then into adult bees..  It takes 21 days until they 

are adult bees. That’s when they start working for the 

queen bee.  

If the hive is over crowded with bees, the Queen 

bee sends her workers to look for a new hive. If they 

find one they come back for their new Queen and they 

leave. Half of the bees go and half stays behind. This is 

called swarming. 

Bees are very important in life. Without bees we 

would not have flowers or crops because bees 

pollinate the plants and also we would have no honey. 
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